
JUDICIARY COMMITTEE 
Friday, May 1, 2020 

 

The meeting was held via conference call; members of the public who utilized the twitch platform will not 

be listed in attendance. 
 

PRESENT: M. Walters, G. Glasper, C. Dutton, L. Dalton, J. Goggin, P. Chapman, M. Parkinson 

ABSENT: None 
OTHERS: D. Burch, T. Gibbons, J. Connor, Chief Judge Mudge, J. Volkmar, J. Wiesehan,  

T. Picchioldi, C. Cohan, C. Hankins, J. Thompson, J. Rekowski, B. Cooper 

 
The minutes from the April meeting were approved by all members present. 

 

PUBLIC COMMENT: 

 
None. 

 

DETENTION HOME: 
 

J. Volkmar reported the monthly Detention Home numbers. 

 

In County Average 15 

Out of County Average 6 

Average Female 7 

Average Daily Population 21 

Highest Daily Population 24 

 

PROBATION: 

 

J. Wiesehan reported there are 3,746 individuals on probation with 166 of those being juveniles. She said 
they are all working remotely with the exception of managers at the Hillsboro, CJC and Administration 

Building locations. Ms. Wiesehan praised the I.T. Department for the help of getting their staff remote 

access. They currently have 36 individuals on GPS monitoring with the availability for 11 more. She also 
mentioned they have 20 more units being shipped. 

 

CIRCUIT CLERK: 

 
D. Burris reported they continue to bring in fees and fines through the e-filing system and the traffic, 

misdemeanor and criminal courts. She also mentioned there has been a reduction with e-citations since 

people are not getting pulled over as often. 
 

CIRCUIT COURT: 

 
Chief Judge Mudge gave kudos to various people and departments for their efforts and support during this 

difficult time. He mentioned that platforms like Zoom are a new normal which is how the IL Supreme Court 

is conducting all of their oral arguments; judges and court reporters are also conducting business via Zoom. 

Chief Judge requested appearance reports from Brian Davis which showed over 500 cases, what would be 
known as a normal amount. Chief Judge said that amount of cases would not be possible with the current 

order from the Governor and that he plans to extend the administrative order he put into effect until June 

1st to be consistent. In the administrative order and court notices, it will be noted that face coverings will be 



required upon entering a public building such as a courthouse. He said in the coming days and weeks, they 
will be grappling with the phase-in while adhering to the social distancing requirements; he also mentioned 

traffic dockets may be expanded to the Alton Courthouse along with other changes. 

 

SHERIFF/JAIL POPULATION: 
 

Major Connor reported there are 208 inmates which includes the 21 that are housed in Alton and the 11 that 

are waiting to go to DoC or DHS. Major Connor pulled the average daily intake stats from May 1, 2019 
which ranged from 20-34 inmates; the current stats range from 2-3 daily intakes. 

 

Brief discussion was held between Mr. Chapman and Major Connor regarding the types and levels of 
offenses that are being committed by the inmates that are currently being held in the jail. 

 

STATE’S ATTORNEY: 

 
T. Gibbons praised various people and departments on their continued support. He also reiterated Mr. 

Chapman’s comment on the lower number of intakes and said that there are fewer crimes being committed 

due to more individuals staying at home but anticipates those numbers to rise once people start getting back 
out. Mr. Gibbons briefly explained an item for notice (Lenovo laptops) that is before the committee and 

said they have been in contact with management regarding budget cuts. 

 

CHILD ADVOCACY CENTER: 

 

C. Cohan reported they have implemented the HIPAA compliant Zoom technology for interviews and gave 

thanks to various county departments for the continued support. She said they will be reaching out to discuss 
the new executive order and how they can make that work at the Center with kids and families.  

 

Discussion was held between Ms. Dalton and Ms. Cohan on the number of cases that is coming into the 
Center during the Governor’s Stay at Home Order. There was 22-23 interviews in April which is half of a 

normal case load. 

 

PUBLIC DEFENDER: 
 

J. Rekowski reported they have been operating on a rotating shift the last few weeks and gave details on 

how they will implement a new system that will allow for more staff on site. Mr. Rekowski mentioned he 
has been in contact with Crystal Uhe who has agreed to provide discovery in advance of preliminary 

hearings to speed up operations and to help stay ahead. Mr. Rekowski spoke about the large amount of 

charges that are anticipated to be filed and the warrants that will follow near the end of May. 
 

Mr. Parkinson agreed with Mr. Rekowski’s comments on the amount of charges that are waiting to be filed 

and the burden it will put on the judiciary system. 

 
Mr. Rekowski mentioned they have been looking at budget cuts and mentioned that since most of his budget 

is for salaries, he’s not optimistic of where cuts can be taken with what is on the horizon in terms of the 

large amount of charges awaiting to be filed. 
 

Ms. Dalton moved, seconded by Mr. Parkinson to approve the bills for the month. The ayes and nays 

being called on the motion to approve resulted in a vote as follows: AYES: G. Glasper, C. Dutton, L. Dalton, 
J. Goggin, P. Chapman, M. Parkinson NAYS: None. MOTION CARRIED. 

  



PURCHASE REQUESTS: 
 

The following purchasing request was presented: 

 

1. States Attorney: Twelve (12) Lenovo Notebook ThinkPad X1. The cost is $20,880.00. 
 

Ms. Glasper moved, seconded by Ms. Dalton to approve the purchase request as presented. The ayes 

and nays being called on the motion to approve resulted in a vote as follows: AYES: G. Glasper, C. Dutton, 
L. Dalton, J. Goggin, P. Chapman, M. Parkinson NAYS: None. MOTION CARRIED. 

 

UNFINISHED BUSINESS: 
 

None. 

 

NEW BUSINESS: 
 

None. 

 
Ms. Glasper moved, seconded by Mr. Chapman to adjourn the meeting. MOTION CARRIED. 

 

/mds 


