
JUDICIARY COMMITTEE 

Friday, September 1, 2017 

 

PRESENT: M. Walters, G. Glasper, C. Dutton, L. Dalton, J. Goggin, P. Chapman, M. Parkinson 

OTHERS: Judge Hylla, Judge Knapp, D. Burch, J. Connor, E. Decker, T. Gibbon, J. Mudge,  

 J. Wiesehan 

 

 Ms. Dalton moved, seconded by Mr. Goggin, to approve the August meeting minutes.  MOTION 

CARRIED. 

 

DETENTION HOME: 

 

J. Wiesehan handed out the monthly report to the committee.  She also mentioned that Jon Volkmar is the 

new superintendent at the detention home. 

 

PROBATION: 

 

No report. 

 

CIRCUIT CLERK: 

 

D. Burch reported that today is the first day for mandatory e filing for asbestos and civil cases.  She also 

mentioned that the department is working on the last 6 agencies for e-citations. 

 

CIRCUIT COURT: 

 

Judge Hylla handed out a report showing when all e-filings will be effective.  There is also a self-help center 

that can be useful to attorneys and the public.  He also spoke on the children’s first foundation, located at 

the Wood River Facility.  This program allows parents to have visitation with their children who are under 

a court order and not allowed to have unsupervised visitation, it also is used as drop off location for the 

parents to spend time with their children.   

 

SHERIFF: 

 

E. Decker presented the following purchase request: 

 

1. The request to purchase I.T. services for jail commissary and phone system.  The cost is 

$7,995.00. 

 

 Mr. Goggin moved, seconded by Ms. Glasper, to approve the purchase as presented.  The ayes and 

nays being called on the motion to approve resulted in a vote as follows:  AYES:  Goggin, Glasper, 

Parkinson, Dutton, Dalton and Chapman.  NAYS:  None. 

 

J. Connor introduced Captain Chris Eales to the committee.  He is the new superintendent of the jail.   

The monthly jail report was discussed with the committee the total number as of today is 316 inmates.  Mr. 

Chapman handed out a sheet that discussed factors contributing to the large jail population, with possible 

solutions to get those numbers down.  The possible solution given is with the use of statistics and expedite 

movement of types of offenders.  Building a larger jail will not solve this overcrowding of the jail.   

Discussion was held among the committee, the sheriff department and the judges regarding these possible 

strategies. 

  



STATES ATTORNEY: 

 

The following request was presented to the committee: 

 

1. The request to purchase state bar books and pamphlets.  The cost is $5,996.00. 

 

 Ms. Dalton moved, seconded by Ms. Glasper, to approve the purchase as presented.  The ayes and 

nays being called on the motion to approve resulted in a vote as follows:  AYES:  Chapman, Parkinson, 

Goggin, Dutton, Dalton and Glasper.  NAYS:  None. 

 

T. Gibbons spoke with the committee on the added stress on the departments with the jail counts being so 

high.  There are some attorney’s with over 400 cases on their docket.  T. Gibbons also spoke on a decision 

from the appellate court, the people vs. Kevin Reed.  He was sentenced to life in prison for murder of a 

mother and child. 

 

PUBLIC DEFENDER: 

 

J. Rekowski spoke about the overcrowding in the jail.  He says another answer is moving the cases and get 

rid of the crowding.   

J. Rekowski reported the office is doing well.  He reported they are trying to finalize the additional space 

at the CJC so hopefully they will have more room for the office. 

 

Discussion was held regarding a few questions on the bills.  

 

 Ms. Dalton moved, seconded by Mr. Parkinson, to approve the bills for the month.  The ayes and 

nays being called on the motion to approve resulted in a vote as follows:  AYES:  Chapman, Parkinson, 

Goggin, Dalton, Dutton and Glasper.  NAYS:  None. 

 

M. Walters formed a sub-committee of the following members:  M. Walters, P. Chapman, G. Glasper,  

C. Dutton and M. Parkinson.  This committee will be meeting to discuss and strategize ways on how to deal 

with the over-crowding in the jail and the over worked judicial departments. 

 

 Ms. Glasper moved, seconded by Mr. Parkinson, to approve the creation of the sub-committee.  

MOTION CARRIED. 

 

 Mr. Parkinson moved, seconded by Ms. Dalton, to adjourn the meeting.  MOTION CARRIED. 

 

/vlj 


