
 

JUDICIARY COMMITTEE 
Friday, March 2, 2018 

 

PRESENT:  M. Walters, L. Dalton, G. Glasper, C. Dutton, P. Chapman  

ABSENT:  M. Parkinson, J. Goggin 

OTHERS:  Judge Napp, Judge Hylla, T. Gibbons, J. Mudge, J. Wiesahan, J. Rekowski, C. Cooper, 

 J. Volkmar, E. Decker, B. Rizzi, M. VonNida, B. Cooper, S. Cousins, Heather 
 

 Ms. Glasper moved, seconded by Ms. Dutton, to approve the February meeting minutes. MOTION 

CARRIED. 
 

DETENTION HOME: 

 

J. Volkmar handed out his monthly report. He reported that the average daily population was 25.6 people 

and the highest daily population was 32 people. Out of those 32 people, 21 was being held for firearm 

related offenses.   

 

PROBATION: 

C. Cooper reported to the committee that everything is going well with CJC and all equipment is functioning 

as intended. He also said that the 4th Pre Trial Officer is now fully operational.  

 

CIRCUIT CLERK: 

M. VonNida presented to the committee several purchase requests. The main request he wanted to address 

the committee with was about printer replacements for Granite City PD. He says that the current printers 

being used by Granite City are not technically designed for the DigiTicket system therefore being difficult 

to use. There was some discussion between Mr. Chapman and Mr. VonNida on if this request was initially 

budgeted. Mr. VonNida explains that this was included in the budget and if the money was not spent, it 

would be forwarded to Illinois State Police. He goes on to explain that the Sheriff’s Department receives 

more funds for things such as computer/printer hardware and would like to help the smaller areas such as 

Worden and Venice in the future. The committee was curious about the timeline in which Granite City PD 

and Madison County Sheriff’s Office started the e-citation process, together, Captain Decker and Mr. 

VonNida was able to give background information and further explain why Granite City PD deserves the 

replacement printers.  

The next request Mr. VonNida wanted to familiarize the committee with was the Client Research Room. 

He goes on to say that the research room needs additional space and praises Mr. Schmidt for working so 

diligently to make that happen along with the effort of keeping the Court House clean. The money from the 

request will go towards items such as additional work stations, new carpet and recommendations from Mr. 

Schmidt such as air purifiers.  

  



CIRCUIT COURT: 

Judge Hylla acknowledged Mr. VonNida’s request to expand the self-help/research room and explained the 

desperate need for an additional Self-Help Clerk. He explained that the number of people using those 

resources have increased significantly and an additional staff member would help greatly. This employee 

would start at a grade 5 paygrade with a salary of $36,623.  

 

Ms. Dalton moved, seconded by Ms. Glasper, to approve the hire of a new Self-Help Staff member 

out of the Law Library fund. The ayes and nays being called on the motion to approve resulted in a vote as 

follows: AYES:  Dalton, Glasper, Dutton and Chapman NAYS:  None. MOTION CARRIED 

 

SHERIFF: 

Captain Decker handed out his monthly report on the jail population and welcomed any questions. Mr. 

Chapman and Captain Decker had a brief discussion on the hire of several new employees and how that 

has resulted in added security in the jail. The committee was presented with 2 purchase requests. The first 

request being an annual renewal of ONSSI Ocularis Support that provides surveillance assistance. Captain 

Decker was able to confirm that any past surveillance issues have been resolved. The second request 

discussed was for the annual renewal of the QuickLert software maintenance which is the integrated panic 

system in the county wide phones which is also a budgeted item.  

 

STATES ATTORNEY: 

T. Gibbons speaks to the committee about the heavy trial season they are currently experiencing with trials 

every week up through the spring. He said he will provide the committee with a list of those trials for 

anybody interested. Mr. Gibbons goes on to explain that since he has become States Attorney, they have 

significantly reduced the amount of time individuals await trial.  

 

PUBLIC DEFENDER: 

J. Rekowski discussed with the committee about the ample number of trials that are currently scheduled 

and gives recognition to the Judges and various other for their dedication. Mr. Rekowski wanted to update 

the committee with his newest hire stating that upon receiving a passing grade on the Bar Examination, she 

will hit the ground running with cases.  Additionally, he stated that he has received the bill for new carpeting 

and confidently says that project is progressing and hopes to have a usable workspace this time next month.  

 

UNFINISHED BUSINESS: 

Mr. Chapman inquired about questions that were asked of Mr. Gibbons last month referencing the opioid 

crisis. Mr. Gibbons explains that if Madison County would file suit, it would be an extremely lengthy 

process. He further explains that the process could take anywhere from 5-7 years and are already seeing 

steps taken to help with this issue. Additionally, he goes into detail how money from the litigation could be 

spent and makes a point that all spending should be put in to place before the process even starts. Another 

question that Mr. Gibbons touched base on was the selection of attorneys for litigation cases. He talks 

briefly how that process is done through public bids and explains that to his knowledge, has never been 

done on an hourly basis. Please refer to the audio for full details. 

  



 

The following purchase requests was presented to the committee: 

 

1. Client Research Room Rework. The cost is $13,552.23. 

2. Fifteen (15) Brother RJ4030 Replacement Printers for DigiTicket System. The cost is $9,209.50. 

3. Add the Glen Carbon and City of Madison Police Departments to the DigiTicket Electronic Ticket 

Solution. The cost is $9,820.00. 

 

Mr. Chapman moved, seconded by Ms. Dutton, to approve the purchase requests as presented. The ayes 

and nays being called on the motion to approve resulted in a vote as follows: AYES:  Dalton, Glasper, 

Dutton and Chapman NAYS:  None. MOTION CARRIED 

 

The following purchase requests was presented to the committee: 

 

1. 1 year Quicklert Software Maintenance Renewal for Panic Button System. The cost is $7,781.03. 

2. (1) Renewal 1 year ONSSI Ocularis Ent Base Support.(216) Renewal 1 year ONSSI Camera Stay 

Current. The cost is $6,088.00. 

 

Mr. Chapman moved, seconded by Ms. Dutton, to approve the purchase requests as presented. The 

ayes and nays being called on the motion to approve resulted in a vote as follows: AYES:  Dalton, Glasper, 

Dutton and Chapman.  NAYS:  None.  MOTION CARRIED 

 

Ms. Dutton moved, seconded by Ms. Dalton, to approve the bills for the month. The ayes and nays 

being called on the motion to approve resulted in a vote as follows: AYES:  Dalton, Glasper, Dutton and 

Chapman.  NAYS:  None. MOTION CARRIED 

 

Ms. Dalton followed up with Mr. Von Nida on a question about the volume of paper and envelopes that is 

currently being used at the Court House. Mr. Von Nida reciprocated that there is drastically less paper that 

is used today than there ever has been before. There are parts of the court system that still use paper regularly 

like the Criminal Division and for client copies. 

 

Ms. Dalton moved, seconded by Ms. Dutton, to adjourn the meeting.  MOTION CARRIED. 

/mds 


