
COUNTY INSTITUTIONS COMMITTEE 

Wednesday, March 10, 2021 

 

PRESENT: R. Kneedler, T. Eaker, S. Pace, N. Petrillo, V. Doucleff, L. Dalton, M. Madison, 

J. Minner 

ABSENT: A. Messner 

OTHERS: A. Carruthers, B. Lavite, C. Cohan, D. Humphrey, J. Parkin, S. Adler, D. Ming-Mendoza 

 

All members present approved the minutes from the February 2021 meeting. 

 

PUBLIC COMMENT: 

 

I am writing because I am very concerned about comments by the president of our community recreational 

district board and the chairman of the Madison County Transit Board, Ron Jedda, towards a post by 

Collinsville High School students. It was apparent that the Black Student Union was fundraising by selling 

t-shirts and sweatshirts via the Collinsville Connections.  Ron Jedda stated that “Black Lives Matter is a 

divisive organization involved with rioting, destruction of property, and injury to innocent people. I don’t 

condone those tactics and actions, and neither should other people.” As a high school parent, I am concerned 

that someone who represents Collinsville and Madison County has decided that the Black Student Union is 

a part of what he has decided is a divisive organization, and that BLM is being represented as a violent 

organization. The BLM protests have been studied extensively, and it is well known that 93% of 

demonstrations and marches were non-violent. One of these marches occurred in Collinsville in June of 

2020, and there were no such concerns. I know that one of the other recreation board members, was also 

present at this march and can attest to the peaceful march. It is time for such antiquated notions be put to 

rest. This board needs to consider the ramifications when a member sees fit to denigrate a community high 

school group on a public page. He also stated that “Identity politics is not a way to create good will.” To be 

honest, I had no idea what this term meant. However, an adult in what seems to be a fairly important position 

(elected by the people?) in our community seems to be guilty of creating bad will, specifically against Black 

teens. I would love to see our boards truly serve the people it represents, including people of color. I would 

like to suggest that this board member, possibly along with other board members, receive some training in 

diversity. There is the National Conference for Community and Justice of Metropolitan St. Louis (NCCJ 

St. Louis) that helps with organizational training. The local NAACP has been contacted and they have made 

a referral for training via SIUE. I would hope that this individual who is supposed to be representing 

Collinsville and Madison County would apologize to the Black Student Union for his inappropriate 

remarks.  It is disheartening to see an adult that is an elected official denigrate teenagers who are trying to 

fundraise, to support various community projects including the local blessing boxes. The board members 

may also want to look at the slide show/video the Black Student Union created and is posted on the 

Collinsville High School website, as an example of another project they have put together. I look forward 

to hearing about a possible solution to a problem that Ron Jedda created in our community, specifically 

with our high school students. 

 

Sincerely, 

Cynthia Klein-Webb 

 

EDUCATION: 

 

Mr. Werden was unable to attend the meeting; S. Adler submitted a written report on Mr. Werden’s behalf. 

  



COUNTY MUSEUM: 

 

J. Parkin shared historical facts for March and said they are in the process of applying for a $5,000 grant 

that will help pay for a large format printer/scanner. 

 

CHILD ADVOCACY CENTER: 

 

C. Cohan reported the CAC will be upgrading their recording equipment tomorrow. She also reported that 

April is Child Abuse Prevention month and said the tentative date for the kick-off is April 8th at 10am in 

the Administration Building. Ms. Cohan said plans are underway to do prevention education with Erin’s 

Law, which will be conducted over Zoom. Ms. Cohan mentioned their virtual trivia night was in February 

and will provide a dollar amount next month. Also, 1st Mid America has picked the CAC has been selected 

for the annual charity golf outing again on September 16th. 

 

MENTAL HEALTH: 

 

D. Humphrey reported the 2020 Annual Report will be provided to the board members once approved by 

the Mental Health Board. She also reported that Gateway Regional Medical Center is looking to do a $5M 

project to expand behavior health services by opening a mental health emergency department; Ms. 

Humphrey will be sharing her behavioral health analysis, community assessed needs, and annual report 

with Gateway. Ms. Humphrey went on to say that she chaired the first meeting of the Juvenile Justice 

Council, which had over 21 participating individuals and stakeholders. She said there are 4 volunteers that 

will be collecting relevant data for the Juvenile Justice Council, and that their meeting will be on the 30th. 

Ms. Humphrey mentioned a grant through the Office of Juvenile Justice Delinquency Prevention along with 

a $1M Youth Violence Prevention Grant. Ms. Humphrey spoke about SB1649 and a duplicate bill, SB1883, 

that was introduced by Brian Stewart that diverts 20% of Mental Health’s funds to the Sheriff’s Department; 

Ms. Humphrey noted the Sheriff’s Association is not in support of this bill. 

 

VETERAN’S ASSISTANCE: 

 

B. Lavite reported that they are slowly transitioning back to being fully open and mentioned the benefit of 

being able to provide services remotely, especially to vets with disabilities and mobility issues. Mr. Lavite 

said the VAC’s staff will be fully vaccinated within the next 30 days and then will be able to focus more 

on providing services in person safely. He spoke about providing assistance to indigent vets. Mr. Lavite 

mentioned the next round of funds is coming up and will be holding discussions in the VAC’s committee 

on how to direct assistance to different populations. The VAC Office will be holding a Open House in July 

or August. The Quarterly Report will be posted next week and the Annual Report is posted now. Mr. Lavite 

briefly spoke about Able Illinois, a disability savings account that could be beneficial to veterans. 

 

Ms. Dalton moved, seconded by Mr. Minner to approve the bills for the month. The ayes and nays 

being called on the motion to approve resulted in a vote as follows: AYES: T. Eaker, S. Pace, N. Petrillo, 

V. Doucleff, L. Dalton, M. Madison, J. Minner NAYS: None. MOTION CARRIED. 

 

PURCHASE REQUESTS: 

 

None. 

 

UNFINISHED BUSINESS: 

 

Mr. Lavite inquired which committee would be appropriate to discuss litigation. Mr. Carruthers noted any 

information regarding open pending litigation should come from the State’s Attorney’s office. 



 

NEW BUSINESS: 

 

None. 

 

Mr. Madison moved, seconded by Ms. Dalton to adjourn the meeting. MOTION CARRIED. 

 

/mds 


