
COUNTY INSTITUTIONS COMMITTEE 

Thursday, November 12, 2020 

 

PRESENT: M. Holliday, N. Petrillo, J. Minner, L. Dalton, H. Mueller-Jones 

ABSENT: R. Wesley, K. Novacich-Koberna, M. Madison 

OTHERS: J. Parkin, R. Werden, C. Cohan, B. Lavite, D. Humphrey 

 

Ms. Mueller-Jones moved, seconded by Ms. Dalton to approve the minutes from the October meeting. 

MOTION CARRIED. 

 

PUBLIC COMMENT: 

 

None. 

 

EDUCATION: 

 

Mr. Werden defined the term “homeless” when it applies to students and stated there are 896 homeless 

students in Madison County. At this time, Mr. Werden is not aware if the Governor will close schools and 

has not received official word from Springfield. He also said some schools have returned to remote learning 

and noted that one school was short 11 substitutes today. Mr. Werden goes on to speak about the Governor 

and IDPH classifying basketball as a high risk sport along with a letter from superintendents regarding 

participation; IHSA decided to let schools decide and 8 of 813 schools will be playing basketball. There 

was discussion on the sports seasons being rearranged. Mr. Werden gave the committee their monthly 

acronym list – Illinois High School Association (IHSA), Federal Education Rights and Privacy Act 

(FERPA), Curriculum Based Assessments (CBA). 

 

COUNTY MUSEUM: 

 

J. Parkin provided the committee with historical facts for November and was excited to announce the 

Archival Library will be receiving the April, 1918 trial documents for Robert Prager. They also acquired 

the records from the Independent Order of Odd Fellows in Troy dated back to 1847. Mr. Parkin mentioned 

the SIUE intern’s semester is coming to an end and will be extending an invite to view his micro exhibit. 

Mr. Parkin mentioned he will be attending a meeting on developing driving tours throughout Madison 

County and touched on professional development. 

 

CHILD ADVOCACY: 

 

Ms. Cohan reported a lot of team members at the Center have been impacted by covid and staffing has been 

difficult. She also presented the purchase request for the CAC. 

 

VETERAN’S ASSISTANCE: 

 

B. Lavite reported yesterday, November 11th, was Veteran’s Day and said there was limited events 

compared to years past. Mr. Lavite said the office is 100% operational and have conducted 95% of their 

appointments remotely on Google Meets. The VAC renovation is anticipated to be complete by the end of 

the year. Mr. Lavite spoke about a covid outbreak at the LaSalle Veterans’ Home and Massachusetts 

Soldiers Home and encouraged everybody to reach out to their representative. Mr. Lavite goes on to speak 

about the VAC lawsuit and mentioned if a settlement is reached, it will be used to fund the Veterans Crises 

Program.  

  



MENTAL HEALTH: 

 

D. Humphrey reported some staffing issues due to covid. She also reported that she posted a link on how 

covid-19 affects children’s mental health as well as a link regarding systemic racism. Ms. Humphrey shared 

information on how covid has impacted people with mental health issues along with bed availability and 

treatment. She also noted there has been an increase in suicides. Ms. Humphrey then spoke about the 

Redeploy Program for kids going into the Juvenile Justice System along with the restarting of the Juvenile 

Justice Council. Ms. Humphrey said Michelle and herself have completed 10 trainings each in 2 weeks.  

 

Ms. Dalton moved, seconded by Mr. Minner to approve the bills for the month. The ayes and nays 

being called on the motion to approve resulted in a vote as follows: AYES: M. Holliday, N. Petrillo, J. 

Minner, L. Dalton, H. Mueller-Jones NAYS: None. MOTION CARRIED. 

 

PURCHASE REQUESTS: 

 

The following purchase request was presented and discussed: 

 

1. CAC: Storage of Digital Evidence. The cost is $8,892.71 

 

Ms. Dalton moved, seconded by Mr. Minner to approve the purchase request as presented. The ayes 

and nays being called on the motion to approve resulted in a vote as follows: AYES: M. Holliday, N. 

Petrillo, J. Minner, L. Dalton, H. Mueller-Jones NAYS: None. MOTION CARRIED. 

 

UNFINISHED BUSINESS: 

 

None. 

 

NEW BUSINESS: 

 

None. 

 

Ms. Mueller-Jones moved, seconded by Ms. Dalton to adjourn the meeting. MOTION CARRIED. 

 

/mds 


