
CSBG Advisory Council 

Minutes of Meeting 

June 17, 2019 

 

 
Members Present: Larry Bloemker, Deborah Edelman, Walt Harris, Crystal Jennings, Bessie 

Palmer Harris, Carole Meyer, Raymond Otero, Fred Schulte, Margarette Trushel,  Alan Winslow 

 

Members Absent: Dionne Jackson, Chad Rollins, Alan Winslow, Maura Wuellner 

  

Staff Present: Amy Lyerla and Kerry Cornine. 

 

Mr. Bloemker called the meeting to order. Ms. Lyerla made roll call. Mr. Bloemker asked 

members to review the minutes from the previous meeting (pages 2-3) of April 15, 2019 and 

place them on file at MCCD.   Mr. Harris made motion to approve the minutes with a second 

from Ms. Edelman.  The motion was approved.  

  

No public comments were made. 

 

Ms. Lyerla announced the resignation of council member Stephanie Terry, a representative of 

Centerstone. With this announcement Ms. Lyerla explained Centerstone has recommended 

Lindsey Ebers, LCSW as a potential advisory board candidate. Members reviewed Ms. Ebers’ 

resume (pages 4-5).  A vote of 9-0 was made to accept Ms. Ebers as an advisory board member. 

 

Attendees were provided with the 2019 CSBG Work Programs (pages 6-8). Ms. Lyerla 

explained discrepancies in target & served numbers for The Air Condition Program, Family Self-

Sufficiency Program and Rapid Rehousing Program. The target number represents total number 

of household members while the served number represents the total number of households 

served. This is an ongoing issue between our agency and the State of Illinois as the way 

persons/households are counted changes and causes inconsistency.  

 

Ms. Lyerla spoke of the untimely passing of Mr. David Harrison, Coordinator of Homeless 

Services Programs. Several members spoke about Dave’s long, dedicated service and his 

consistent positive attitude. A moment of silence was held. Then, Ms. Lyerla announced that the 

Homeless Service Programs which administers the Continuum of Care Partnership to End 

Homelessness, ESG, ETH, Rapid Rehousing, and Rental Housing will now be administered 

under the CSBG Program.  

 

A budget modification will be done to account for a $104,000 carryover from FY2018. This 

funding will be used for administration/program support as CSBG regains homeless and housing 

programs. A suggestion was made to use a portion of the funding to help support the homeless 

hotline.  

 

Attendees were provided with the Characteristics Report (Page 9-10) and Financial Report (page 

11). The second quarter ends June 30, 2019. 

 



Ms. Lyerla gave a brief update on the scholarship program.   Applications have been received 

and are ready for selection.  Ms. Lyerla will be contacting committee to set up meeting day and 

time for selection process.   

 

Ms. Lyerla announced Jen Roth’s resignation from CSBG Advisory Council and Madison 

County Mental Health Board creating a vacancy for private sector.  Ms. Lyerla suggested the 

Nominating Committee be same as Scholarship Committee.   

  

Next, the group discussed 2020 CSBG application process.  In particular, staff will be picking up 

the Client assessment surveys from outreach sites.  Sometime in July the Community Leaders 

Needs Assessment will be sent out to our community leaders (judges, mayors, etc.).  MCCD will 

ask local chamber of commerce offices to send out to their partnerships as well to obtain their 

responses.   

 

Bessie Palmer-Harris asked the status of providing bus passes/tokens to customers as the car 

repair program will be discontinued.  Ms. Lyerla took note and will speak with Mr. Joe Bolt on 

this matter. 

 

A discussion about the upcoming census arose. Mr. Bloemker told the members that each person 

counted represents $160.00/person for 10 years to the municipality they live in at the time of the 

census. He also stated two undercounted groups in our community are the low to moderate 

income and seniors. Further discussion about the census led the members to ask about a speaker 

on this topic at an upcoming Partnership to End Homeless meeting.   

 

There being no further business Ms. Jennings made a motion to adjourn, second by Mr. Otero.  

The CSBG Advisory Council meeting was adjourned.  The next CSBG Advisory Council 

meeting will be on Monday, August 19, 2019.   


